
  
Mills High School 

Syllabus United States Government and Politics  
Ms. Louie   

Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 3:15 p.m. to 3:45 p.m. by 
appointment. 

 
Contact Information 
 
Instructor: Ms. Louie 
Department: Social Science Department 
Course: United States Government and Politics 
Location: R114 
Email: klouie@smuhsd.org 
Tutoring: Flex Period and Tuesday and Thursday 3:15 p.m. to 3:45 p.m. as needed 
 
Textbook 
Remy, Richard C.  United States Government: Democracy in Action.  Glencoe. 2010 
 
 
Course Description 
 
United States Government and Politics is a one-semester course aligned to the California 
Common Core State Anchor Standards and California State Content Standards adopted by the 
Department of Education.  The course includes both the study of general concepts used to 
interpret U.S. government and politics and the analysis of specific examples.  It also requires 
familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that constitute U.S. 
government and politics.  As such, students are expected to become acquainted with a variety of 
theoretical perspectives and explanations for various behaviors and outcomes.  Specific topics 
covered by this course include: constitutional underpinnings of American government, political 
beliefs and behaviors, campaigns and voting, interest groups, mass media and politics, 
institutions of national government, public policy and civil rights and civil liberties. 
Supplemental units may include Foreign Policy and National Security. 
 
 
Classroom Norms (rules) 
 
Classroom rules are meant to create a sense of inclusiveness and provide professional 
development for students as they transition to work, apprenticeship programs, vocational 
programs, and college.  As such, rules are guidelines that emphasize socially appropriate 
behavior one might expect to find in a professional environment and are as follows: 
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BE POSITIVE Treat yourself and others with kindness and respect 

Speak appropriately at all times 
  
BE SUCCESSFUL Stay on task and complete all assignments (best effort) 

Bring all necessary materials to each meeting 
 

BE SUPPORTIVE Honor whomever is speaking 
Practice active listening 
 

CONSEQUENCES per the Viking Code of Conduct Contract 
 
 
Grading 
 
Grades are based on the total number of points accumulated and are awarded and weighted as 
follows: 
 

A 100% - 90% Classwork/Homework       5%  
B 89% - 80% Essays/research projects             25% 
C 79% - 70% Tests/quizzes                             40% 
D 69% - 60%  Participation/Productivity           15%

            Final                 15% 
 
 
Academic Expectations 
 
Class Materials 
You will need a small binder, 3-5 dividers, a black or blue ink pen, highlighters (2 colors), and 
Post-its. 
 
Effort 
The amount of effort you put into this class will determine your productivity and ultimately, your 
comprehension of course materials.  Assignments are layered to guide learning and require active 
participation (effort) in think-pair-shares, podlets, projects, and simulations.  Similar academic 
intention is required for annotated reading assignments and writing prompts.  Weekly 
productivity (PAR) points (2 points maximum) correlate to the amount of accurate classwork and 
homework produced and are typically recorded on Fridays.  Classwork and homework assigned a 
specific numerical value are scored and recorded as such. 
 
Assessments 
Unit assessments, quizzes and tests, are weighted thereby determining your overall grade in the 
class.  Expect a variety of formats which include: short answer, academic sentence frames, 



projects, fishbowls, five-paragraph essays and free-response essays. Unit assessments may be 
timed FRQs or five-paragraph essays and will be administered on a semi-regular basis.  
Homework 
Assignments are posted on both Canvas and Google Classroom.  However, grades will continue 
to be available only on Canvas enabling parents and caregivers access to students’ academic 
progress. Keep in mind, homework assignments are also layered to guide learning and correlate 
specifically to the assessment for each unit.  Hence, any assigned work deepens your content 
knowledge and increases the probability of passing the unit assessment in the weeks to come. 
 
Students with excused absences are allowed to makeup assignments.  Due dates for makeup 
work vary upon the length of an absence.  Canvas will record a zero for makeup assignments, 
including quizzes and tests, pending completion of missing work.  Please be reminded that 
all makeup assignments must be completed in a timely fashion to avoid a permanent zero 
score.  Late work is accepted, but fifty percent (50%) will be deducted for late assignments, 
which MUST be turned in ONE day after the due date.  
 
Phones 
Phones may not be used while class is in session and are to be silenced (no vibrating or 
notification) and stored in a staging area provided by the teacher.  Use of a phone during a quiz 
or test violates the Mills High School Integrity Agreement; infractions of the Integrity 
Agreement shall immediately invoke a series of consequences as outlined in Mills Viking Code 
of Conduct. 


